
Among the trees on a west-facing knoll overlooking  
  Vermont’s Mad River Valley sits this compact  
     cabin. Architect Joan Heaton says that low  
       maintenance, energy efficient, modern, and edgy 

are among the terms the homeowner used to describe her 
initial vision for this one-level cabin. The finished home  
embodies those words in a variety of ways.

Polished concrete floors with radiant heat and a modern 
woodstove keep the cabin warm and stylish. The look of the 
floors combines nicely with the clean lines of the tongue-
and-groove ceiling and the sleek built-ins. The cabinet wall 
and eating nook in the kitchen demonstrate how adequate 
storage allows a small home to function efficiently. Euro-
pean appliances and contemporary fixtures contribute to the 
kitchen’s proportion, modernity, and spaciousness. 

Transoms and bifold doors at the southwest corner of the 
cabin create open views, and the doors provide access to a 
deck that increases living space. One of the things that Hea-
ton likes best about designing small houses is that they  offer 
an opportunity to use windows on all sides to draw in day-

Bicycle deck. At 
the southwest 
corner of the 
cabin, bifold 
doors open 

to views and 
seamless access 

to a deck that 
increases living 
space and that 
provides room 

for outdoor 
bicycle training.

Magic Mountain  Cabin

This elegant and functional 
cabin creates the illusion of 
spaciousness with thoughtful 
finishes and storage solutions
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The secret of storage. Wall cabinets keep 
appliances organized and out of view, while an 
eating nook with various built-in drawers shows 
how storage can be used to make a small home 
function efficiently. 

All the right angles. The barrier-free shower and 
tub area of the master bath is surrounded with 
stone slabs that combine with the concrete floor, 
floating vanity, glass partition, and window to 
form a sense of peaceful spaciousness.

light, provide multiple views, and allow for cross ventilation. In concert with an 
open plan, limited interior partitions, and connection to the outdoors, such win-
dows make small houses feel much bigger than they actually are. 

The exterior has durable, stained cedar siding, clad windows, and a standing-
seam metal roof. A separate one-car garage with PV panels and a charging station 
for an electric car rounds out this home’s goals for efficiency and sustainability.

The homeowner chose to use large slabs of stone on the walls in the master and 
guest baths. With no grout lines, they create a visually rich and uninterrupted 
field, particularly in the barrier-free shower and tub area of the master bath, 
where simple design elements complete an effect of serenity and openness.

According to Heaton, one of the biggest challenges of this project was accom-
modating the homeowner’s hobbies—collecting wine, art, and bikes and training 

equipment for Iron Woman competitions. An early design included a dedicated 
training room, but in the final, smaller design, the wine and weights are in the 
guest bedroom, a bike is on a stationary trainer in the living room, and the art is 
rotated from a storage area in the alcove that also serves as a mudroom and a stor-
age area for skis, bicycles, and other outdoor gear and apparel.

“Small homes are my favorite type of project because they include only essential 
spaces and have huge possibilities for relating to the site and surroundings,” Hea-
ton says. “My forward-thinking clients choose small homes because they value 
quality over quantity and also because such homes use fewer resources and con-
sume less energy.” □

Aaron Fagan is an associate editor. Photos by Susan Teare.

SPECS
Bedrooms: 2

Bathrooms: 2

Size: 925 sq. ft.

Completed: 2015

Location: Waitsfield, Vt.

Architect: Joan Heaton, 
joanheatonarchitects.com

Builder: Brothers Building Co., 
brothersbuilding.com
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Allowing the living room to spill out onto the deck adds livable space and a 
connection to the outdoors. An alcove with a closet provides necessary storage 
and a clever buffer between the living area and the bedrooms. A bump-out for 
the tub adds a feature to the master bath and visual interest to the exterior. 
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